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Universities & Intellectual Property

· Mission is to create & disseminate new knowledge. This mission distinguishes the university form other organizations that operate within the knowledge environment. 

· Universities are Producers of Intellectual property. 

· This IP is produced in Traditional forms such as books and monographs, but also in the form of academic courses

· In addition, universities are creating new forms of IP, such as digital publications and web-based courses

· Universities are Consumers of Intellectual property.

· Researchers create new knowledge using IP created by others,  and faculty disseminate existing understanding to their students through their teaching.

· University knowledge creation is rooted in a culture of openness based on a need and desire to share information as broadly as possible while still protecting the rights of its creators.

Intellectual Property Flow

· New knowledge is created by IP flow and interconnection both within and between institutions and within and between individuals

· Openness and multiple flows of information within the university environment create great complexity. This information flow depends on a heterogeneous environment that involves teaching and research, commercial development, as well as respect for the creator’s intent. The type and requirements of use determine access. Elements to be considered include: 


· Who you are

· What you are looking at

· Where you are looking from

· Why you are looking 

Input from Authors/Users

· In creating an effective system for IP management, we ask: what are the necessary/desirable components of a digital rights management system for authors/users?

· What type of information and tracking should a system provide?

· How should a digital rights management system provide protection/credit for authors as well as accommodate users’ needs for broad access and fair use?

Issues of Primary Importance 

· Integrity: System should provide means for verifying integrity of original content

· Payment: Authors receive payment in form of credit (“prestige accounting”) and actual payment

· Options: System should be designed to provide ability for authors to indicate terms of use and users to understand their rights and restrictions re content in the digital resource

